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colourful illusion of oriental magnificence, that was the
common possession of the average full-grown, man and
woman down to the second half of the nineteenth
century.
Practical man of affairs as De Lesseps had proved
himself  to   be,   and  fully   alive   to   all   the   prosaic
advantages of the enterprise which had never for long
been absent from his thoughts in the midst of his varied
and difficult duties, it was yet the fairy-tale element
an the proposition that appealed to him most deeply.
To bring the rich wonderland of India nearer to Europe
by three thousand miles, to fulfil a dream of three
thousand years, to unite the waters of two ancient seas,
to succeed where Pharaohs, Emperors and Caliphs had
failed,  that  was  what  stirred  and  stimulated  him.
While he attended to the cultivation of the Berry farm
lands his mind did not lie fallow.    He was studying
and revolving in his active brain the means whereby
it would be possible to carry through the project which
had first kindled his enthusiasm when he read Lapere's
report at Alexandria twenty years before.   He was no
longer young, and an old dog does not easily learn new
tricks; but under the domination of this grandiose idea
the polished diplomat became an engineering expert.
Backed by his ardour and determination, his training in
another sphere of service proved an advantage rather
than a handicap.   He was rooted in no tradition of the
schoolmen, and could therefore bring to bear on his
subject  a  vision  unclouded  by  preconceptions,   and
difficulties which bulked large with technicians who
had studied the problem of a " canal of the two seas "
gave him no serious concern.